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Aspects of
gender violence
Gender-based violence is rooted in
patriarchy. It is not a "women's
issue" - it is a legal, social and
human-rights issue.
This presentation is an overview of the
different kinds of gender violence that is
prevalent in South Asia.

Violence
at home

One in every two women in South
Asia faces violence in her home
- Only 30% men oppose general (not marital) violence against women
- 74% in India believe preservation of the family should be the primary
concern for women, even within a violent marriage
- 48% of judges in India agreed that it was justifiable for a man to hit his wife
on certain occasions
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https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10546/115043/bp66-towards-ending-violence-against-women-south-asia-050804-en.pdf
2015 survey by the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) and the United Nations Population Fund

Forced marriage
50 percent
of the
world's child
brides are in
South Asia.
South Asian countries
have not signed the
United Nations Childbride resolution

South Asia has
the highest rates
of adolescent
pregnancy and
maternal death
in the world.
Young brides also risk
domestic abuse and
marital rape

45% of all women
aged 20-24 years
in South Asia were
married before the
age of 18.
Estimates project that 130
million more girls in South Asia
will be married as children
between 2010 to 2030

https://www.unicef.org/rosa/what-we-do/child-protection/child-marriage
https://www.dw.com/en/south-asia-is-home-to-highest-number-of-child-brides/a-17256037
https://preventforcedmarriage.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/An-Introduction-to-Forced-Marriage-in-the-South-Asian-Community_Manavi_Debjani-Roy.pdf
https://www.icrw.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Child_marriage_paper-in-South-Asia.2013.pdf

Diaspora in US
and UK
perpetuate
forced marriage.
US Department of State’s
“tips for traveling abroad”
for US citizens include tips
for those being taken to
India, Bangladesh and
Pakistan to be forced into
marriage

Sexual assault
Rape laws across six South Asian countries deny
justice to survivors of sexual violence due to gaps
Limited definitions of sexual violence
Only Bhutan and Nepal criminalize marital rape in all
circumstances.
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, Maldives, and Sri Lanka permit
the introduction of evidence of the past sexual history of the
rape victim.
Long delays in the police investigation, medical examination,
prosecution, and trials, with perpetrators often out on bail
Two finger test still conducted as part of the medical
examination of rape survivors in India, Nepal, and Sri Lanka
Conviction rates are low, from 3% in Bangladesh to 23% in
India to 64% in Bhutan

https://live-equality-now.pantheonsite.io/resource/sexualviolencesouthasia/

Acid attacks

A majority of victims are women and girls, and this kind of gender-violence is primarily
prevalent in South Asia. The underlying assumption is to take from a woman ‘beauty’, punish
her for 'transgression' and restore the social power balance.

REASONS STATED

CASES
802 cases in India from
2011 – 2015
3000 cases in Bangladesh
from 1999 to 2011
8000 cases in Pakistan
from 1994 to 2013

A form of
cultural
violence

To instil a sense of
obedience in the woman
To restore family honour
Revenge for rejecting
marriage proposals
Long-standing disputes
between families or groups

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/2455632717708717

Castebased
violence
Violence, including rape
and gang rape, has been
systematically utilised as
weapons by dominant
castes to oppress Dalit
women and girls and
reinforce structural gender
and caste hierarchies.

DELIBERATE AND SOCIALLY SANCTIONED
80% sexual violence cases against Dalit
women and girls are committed by men
from dominant castes.
Convictions in India only obtained in cases
of rape and murder together, or when
victim is under 6 years old (POSCO); no
justice for adolescents or adult survivors.
In one study, 62% rapes of Dalit women in
Haryana were gang-rapes (compared with
11% overall), indicating the collective
nature of the crime. In 97% cases, the
offenders were known to the victim.
https://equalitynow.storage.googleapis.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/30210725/EN-Haryana_Report-ENG-PDF-1.pdf

Female foeticide
and infanticide
One in six deaths of a
female infant in India,
Bangladesh, and Pakistan
is due to neglect and
discrimination
https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10546/115043/bp6
6-towards-ending-violence-against-women-south-asia-050804-en.pdf?
https://www.unicef.org/rosa/media/1796/file/Gender%20equality%20programming%20in%20South%20Asia%20.pdf

Dowry
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The number of women
who face dowry-related
violence ever year

The number of women and girls
killed over dowry disputes
every year. Pakistan has the
highest reported number of
dowry death rates per 100,000
women in the world

Bangladesh
3300
The number of women
and girls murdered
over dowry disputes
between January 2001
and December 2019

Nepal
141
Cases of dowry-related violence
were reported to Nepal Police in
the last four years

https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10546/115043/bp66-towards-ending-violence-against-women-south-asia-050804-en.pdf?
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/pakistan-dowry-tradition-poor-brides-crippling-women--rights/31169373.html

Assaults
on
LGBTQ+
persons

Family sanctioned
LBT people in Asia face violence in the “private” sphere—by members of
immediate and extended family, community and religious groups—
including beatings, home confinement, ostracism, mental/psychological
abuse, verbal abuse, forced marriage, corrective rape and in some cases
killings to restore family honour.

Legally sanctioned
Section 377 has perpetuated homophobic and trans-phobic attitudes,
leading to discrimination and violence against LGBTQ+ individuals. It
still exists in Pakistan, Bangladesh, Myanmar and Sri Lanka.

Socially sanctioned
South Asia’s honour culture is also to blame for anti-LGBTQ violence. A
survey found Indians and Pakistanis most likely to approve of anti-gay
abuse in the name of 'honour'.
https://qz.com/india/1630092/indians-pakistanis-most-likely-to-back-anti-gay-honour-abuse/
https://www.thetaskforce.org/new-analysis-shows-startling-levels-of-discrimination-againstasian-american-south-asian-southeast-asian-and-pacific-islander-transgender-people/
https://www.policyforum.net/indias-law-fails-lgbt-people/

Cyber crime
73%

28%

Lockdown

Women worldwide who
have already been
exposed to or have
experienced some form
of online violence,
including in South Asia

Indian women reported
that they had intentionally
reduced their online
presence after suffering
online abuse

704 cyber crimes
against women
were registered
in 2020 and 504
in 2021 (till July)
in India

https://www.southasiamonitor.org/spotlight/online-victimization-and-changing-landscape-violence-against-women-and-girls-india

'Honour'-based abuse
1

India

3

Pakistan

1000 honour killings occur in India every
year. This does not include abuse such as
forced abortion, abduction, imprisonment,
domestic violence, abetment to suicide and
forced marriage.

Pakistan has the highest number of honour
killings per capita of any country; about onefifth of the world's honour killings are
committed in Pakistan (1,000 out of the
5,000 per year total).

2

Diasporic problem

4

Role of religion

Most cases of honour-based abuse in UK are
in South Asian communities, and women face
this kind of abuse often for being 'too
Westernised'.

Perpetrators typically see ‘honour killings’ as
a way to protect family reputation, to follow
tradition or to adhere to wrongly interpreted
religious demands.

http://hbv-awareness.com/
https://www.housing.org.uk/news-and-blogs/blogs/alina-kaur-stonewater/what-do-we-know-about-honour-based-violence/
https://theaseanpost.com/article/honour-killings-still-rampant-today

Child sexual abuse

How GBV
affects men
Gender-based violence cannot be
solved by looking at it as a
'women's issue'

Boys equally vulnerable as girls age 6-12
but have less legal protection than girls
from sexual abuse and exploitation and
less access to services as victims.

Sexual assault
91% victims are female, 9% male.
99% of perpetrators are male.

Emotional disability
Rapists demonstrate lack of empathy
toward victim and cognitive distortion.
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/pdf/iwp_2010_02.pdf
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/12616926/
1 U.S. Dept. of Justice, Violence Against Women Report, 2002.

